Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (V-O) = 0.001 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.024; wR factor = 0.055; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.5.
For related structural studies, see: Hartmann (1989) ; Capsoni et al. (2006) ; Zachariasen (1971) . For compounds with the same structural type, see: Bu et al. (1996) ; Elammari & Elouadi (1989) ; Elouadi & Elammari (1990) ; Jensen et al. (1998) . For bond-valence calculations, see : Brown & Altermatt (1985) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
À3
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2005) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) . 
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Comment
Our particular interest here is to investigate the form nature of the crystallized phase and determine the structural type that could result from the association of small size cations likely to enter under normal conditions of pressure and temperature, tetrahedral cavities of oxides like in phenacite Be 2 SiO 4 network (Hartmann, 1989; Zachariasen, 1971) . The compounds currently known to crystallize with such structural type are LiZnPO 4 (Bu et al., 1996; Elammari & Elouadi, 1989; Elouadi & Elammari, 1990) and LiZnAsO 4 (Jensen et al., 1998) .
The structural type of the title compound, related to the phenacite structure, could be described ( Fig.1) as three dimensional arrangement of [MO 4 ] tetrahedra ( M= Li/Zn or V) sharing apices. The arrangement concerns three different types of tetrahedra [VO 4 ] and two disordered sites [Li/ZnO 4 ] which give rise to an overall disordered phenacite structure. When viewed along the c axis, the packing of [MO 4 ] tetraherdra results in two types of tunnels: large hexagonal tunnels surrounded by six lozenge like channels (rings of four tetrahedra). Similar description has recently been reported by Capsoni et al. (2006) using a powder x-ray diffraction data of LiZnVO 4 . However, a careful observation of the two models can highlights the difference between our two results. Indeed, in addition to the difference of the lengths of chemical bonds, the occupancy rate of cationic Wycoff sites is different. Thus, in our model, there is only a disorder between Li and Zn with a statistical distribution of both ions on the two crystallographic sites, while the third site is only occupied by vanadium cation. Furthermore, A bond-valence analysis (Li <1.083>, Zn<2.062> and <V<5.185>) based on the empirical formula proposed by Brown & Altermatt (1985) is in favor of this model . The cationic disorder mentioned by Capsoni et al. could be seen as due to preparation methods. The powder used was slowly cooled from 853 K after 24 h sintering. Whereas, the growth of our crystal, from a flux melted at 1073 k and slowly cooled with a rate of 5 K h-1. Thus the resulting sintering of our crystal was much longer. A more ordred system is then to be expected.
When such structural type is seen as a close packing of oxygen anions, it appears as a lacunar hexagonal close packing of O 2-ions. Fig.2 shows a typical oxygen layer and the elevation of such oxygen plans as successively stacked ( ABAB···) along [0001] . The coordination sphere of all cations is of tetrahedral type. The analysis of oxygen environment shows a regular triangular cavity for O 2-anions with an average edge length of <V-Li/Zn> = 3.240 Å.
In the case of the present form of LiZnVO 4 , the disordered phenacite structure was attributed to the existence of a mixed tetrahedral site [Li/ZnO4] occupied by both Li and Zn. The resulting space group is R-3. LiZnVO 4 is probably the first vanadate known to crystallize with a disordered phenacite structure.
Experimental
Prior to the crystal growth, pulverulent samples of the compound Single crystal of the monovanadate LiZnVO 4 were grown from a bath of equimolar mixture of freohly prepared powders of LiZnVO 4 and LiVO 3 . The starting mixture was thoroughly ground before to be melted at 1073 K in a platinum crucible and slowly cooled with a rate of 5 K h-1 to 773 K. The furnace was then switched off and the whole system naturally cooled down to room temperature. Single crystal s were collected from the crucible after dissolwing the flux in warmed water.
Figures Fig. 1 . : A three-dimensional view of LiZnVO 4 crystal structure, showing tunnels runnig along the c axis. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement on F 2 for ALL reflections except for 0 with very negative F 2 or flagged by the user for potential systematic errors. Weighted R-factors wR and all goodnesses of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The observed criterion of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating -R-factor-obs etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
